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This week’s discussion focuses on how the spark of the 
Gospel can spread light a burning fire across the world. 
As we read together from the book of Acts, we will see 
the incredible news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
change the hearts and lives of those who hear it. 
 
In addition to these small group discussions, we 
encourage your group to join us in our Daily Worship 
devotions, reflecting on a different passage throughout 
the week that correlate and texturize the theme of our 
Sunday passage. You can find our Daily Worship 
devotions at ualc.org/dailyworship. 
 
 
  

SMALL GROUP 



 

 

How to Use the Facilitator Guide 
 
This is meant to be a resource to help you guide your group through a Bible-based discussion and into your 
prayer response time. You’ll begin with a brief introduction to the topic, followed by a warmup question, often 
somewhat related to the topic of the study ahead. From there you’ll read Scripture together, explore 
questions in an open conversation (remembering to practice good listening and encourage dialogue), and 
close with a time of prayer with each other. We end with prayer prompts that may help you tie these passages 
to the needs or desires of your group, and to bless what the Lord has done in your time together. 
 
There are typically more questions that your group will get through. This is by design. We would rather you 
have more questions than you need than too few. We advise that the facilitator review the lesson ahead of 
the meeting and choose a few questions they’d most like to ask, so that you can skip over some questions for 
the sake of time. Remember, you’re meeting routinely, so there will be time to circle back on these 
conversations again. 
 
Please allot appropriate time for prayer at the end of your meeting. Prayer is an essential and irreplaceable 
part of small group. We’d rather you abbreviate the discussion and move on to prayer rather than have a long 
discussion and speed through prayer. That doesn’t mean you can’t pray efficiently (Mat 6:7), but we believe 
that God hears and responds to our prayers, and that we are knitted together when we pray with each other. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Dan Kidd at dkidd@ualc.org. 
For more small group resources, including facilitator training, visit ualc.org/smallgroups 
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FACILITATORS:       Week of January 1, 2023 

This week we will begin with a worshipful reading of Psalm 67:1-7. If your group is in the habit of 
beginning with worship, add this Psalm to your worship. If not, this might be an opportunity for 
your group to begin a new routine of beginning with worship before the discussion.   

  
INTRODUCTION FOR THE GROUP: 

In our time together today we will be considering the privilege we have to live in a time and 
place where the nations of the world are coming to us; and the opportunity we have to share the 
Light of the World, that is Jesus, with them—in word and deed.   

Let’s begin by worshipping the Lord through the reading of a Psalm 

Read for the group Psalm 6:1-7 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us— so that your ways 
may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise you, 
God; may all the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule 
the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples praise you, 
God; may all the peoples praise you. The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. 
May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

It is our prayer that this will be so, and that the Lord would use us as his instrument in blessing 
the world, so that all nations will know Christ, will sing his praises and live within his will and way. 

 
OPENING QUESTIONS: 
 

• Do you know a foreign language? If so, what language and how well? 
 

• Could you tell us about a time when you traveled internationally? What was it like? 
What struggles did you encounter? 

 
 

The Nations Are Coming to Us 
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OPENING PRAYER: 
 
Pray something like: Lord, we are so grateful for the Gospel of your redemption and salvation. Meet us 
today in our time together, and Holy Spirit, lead us in making the name of Jesus famous among us and 
around us. Amen   
 
 
SCRIPTURE: 
 
Our first passage today takes place immediately after Saul encounters Jesus on the road to Damascus. 
Saul had been part of the group persecuting Jesus followers and was greatly feared by these newly 
forming churches.  
 
Have someone read Acts 9:19-31. Remember to thank them for reading. 
 
  
DISCUSSION:  

• What do you imagine it might have been like to be a Christian attending a 
synagogue and finding Saul, this notorious persecutor of Christ-followers, there 
preaching? What might you say to your fellow Christians? What might you say to 
Saul? 

° Receive all answers.   
 

• What do you imagine it means that Saul “grew more and more powerful and 
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah”?   

° We can only speculate here, but the notion that he was increasing in power is something 
to take note of. This may mean he grew in influence, or perhaps, as was often the case in 
Paul’s ministry, the Holy Spirit was moving through him and performing miracles.  

° Whatever the case, his power served to prove Jesus was the anointed one the prophets 
had proclaimed.  
 

• Why do you think that the Jews plotted to kill Saul? What danger did he pose to 
them? 

° V. 29 specifically refers to Hellenistic Jews, that is, those who were particularly influenced 
by Roman occupiers. Not only was Saul’s story a compelling witness to Jesus’ lordship, 
but the news that Christ was the Messiah and that the Kingdom of God was at hand is a 
major threat to those the political leaders who thrive in the corrupt ways of the world. 
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Saul’s personal testimony made the Gospel so compelling and powerful that it drove his 
enemies to want to kill him.   
 

• Why do you think his witness to Jesus was so compelling? 
° Certainly because of how drastically it changed his life’s mission, and because he met 

with Jesus, and Jesus changed his heart and mind. 
 

• Have you ever heard someone share a testimony to Christ that you found truly 
compelling or exciting? What made it so? 

We have seen the beginnings of Paul’s missionary life here. Let’s read another passage about 
how the Lord was acting through his disciples, including Paul, to grow his church throughout 
the world. 
 
Have someone read Acts 11:19-30 
 

• The passage begins by speaking describing the scattering of new Christians after 
the Stephen was killed. What happened to Stephen and why did it matter? 

° Stephen was a Jewish man who saw Jesus to be the long-awaited Messiah—the fulfilment 
of God’s plan for the world. He proclaimed this before the Sanhedrin (and the high 
priest), and he was stoned to death. After this, Christians many Christians in Jerusalem 
fled for fear of their lives. 

We’re told that as these Christians spread across the map, some of them spread the word only 
among the Jews, but others began to witness to the Greeks also.  
 

• Why do you think many of the Christians fleeing chose to share the Gospel with 
fellow Jews? Why do you think others chose to share it with the Gentiles?  

° Receive all answers. It’s worth noting that it is natural to relate to and care for those most 
similar to us, or see things most like we do. That said, it’s clear that some of these 
Christians Jews were willing and able to spread the Gospel among Gentiles. 
 

• What are we told about Barnabas? What kind of person was he, and how does 
that influence those around him?  

° We’re first told that Barnabas saw what God’s grace had done in Antioch, and he 
celebrated—encouraging them to keep themselves entirely devoted to Christ. We then 
hear that he is a good man, full of the Holy Spirit, and that “a great number of people 
were brought to the Lord” by him.  
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• What about this description of Barnabas do you think makes him a particularly 
effective witness to Christ? How might someone unlike Barnabas be less effective? 

° Certainly being full of the Holy Spirit, as Christians are, is a huge part of effective 
witnessing. We share the Light of the World as we are led by the Spirit and because of 
the change the Lord has made in our own lives. Likewise, someone who is faithful, who 
rejoices with and encourages others is going to be winsome in their ministering.  

° Imagine together the struggles of being a witness to Christ without being encouraging, 
rejoicing, or faithful to God and others. 
 

• The passage concludes with an omen of severe famine (by the prophet Agabus 
speaking through the Spirit). How does the Church respond to this prophecy?  

° “The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters 
living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

° Notice that each one had an individual ability to provide aid for their sisters and brothers 
in need. Consider with your group how a variety of different people in a church like theirs 
might offer a diverse set of helps.  
 

• In this passage we see Christ’s Gospel spread through proclamation (word) and 
action (deed). Do you find it easier to share the Kingdom of God in word or in 
deed (if you do at all)? In what ways does the Spirit use Christians like us to spread 
his Gospel to the world today? 

° “Consider together that we are surrounded by people who do not know the love and 
light of Christ. Particularly in the Columbus area, we are blessed with the people who 
have come from all over the world, each of them loved by God and with specific gifts to 
share with those around them. In what ways do we see Christ’s Gospel heard and 
received by those around us right now? In what ways is the Gospel still left to be shared? 

 
 
 
PRAYER AND MINISTRY:  
 

These passages have reminded us of the true, magnetic, life-changing word of God’s Gospel. As 
we consider together the ways the Gospel is being shared, and the ways it could be shared, let 
us invite the Holy Spirit to guide us.  
 
Consider breaking up into groups of 2 or 3 so that each person can share with another. Spend 2 
minutes reflecting on Christ’s Gospel (word and deed) and what difference it is making in the 
lives of those around us. Invite the Lord to show you if there’s anyone in your life that  you might 
have the opportunity to bless with the Light in the weeks ahead. Share this with your prayer 
partners and ask for God’s lead and help in sharing Christ’s Gospel as often as you can. 


